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When variability outperforms the mean: trait plasticity









Table 3). A plastic sheet below prevented the plants
from accessing moisture from the ground.

Two weeks after transplanting, the plants were
assigned to two water treatments: drought and flooding.
The four least healthy plants per species were excluded
and the remaining 36 pots (18 pots per treatment, per
species) were randomly allocated to each treatment in
three blocks with a randomized block design. Pots were
placed on plastic sheets, which were laid on the ground



treatments, and selected leaves for leaf morphology



of SLA was negatively related with both relative cover-
age (fF = 0.54,P



of functional traits to different water treatments in our
study were largely in contrast to the equalizing mecha-






between trait values and dominance) (Cornwell and



original hypotheses and from other studies where more
plastic species were able to compete over a wider range of
conditions than less plastic species (Richards 20@6).

For instance, SLA is considered a key plant trait and often
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Fig. 5 Correlation between the trait mean and relative biomass
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